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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Credit Rating 10 

Course Unit Title Old Testament Prophetic Texts 

Unit Code 315 (8315 distance learning version) 

Unit Level 3 

Contact Hours 22 hours (n/a for the distance learning version) 

FHEQ Level 6 

Teaching Period Flexible delivery 

Teaching Staff Dr Zoltan Schwab 

ECTS 5 

 
EXTERNAL FACING COURSE UNIT OVERVIEW 
 

The unit reflects on the nature of Old Testament prophecy and prophetic literature against 
the background of prophetism in the Ancient Near East.  Students engage in more detailed 
work on three Old Testament prophetic books, of which two belong to the major and one to 
the minor prophets.  Of the three selected books, a general overview is given in which the 
historical background and the main theological issues are discussed.  Different scholarly 
opinions and approaches are evaluated and students are required to actively participate in 
exegesis of selected passages.  Opportunities will be provided in class to discuss the 
present day application of the text, both on an individual and corporate level. 

 
COURSE UNIT OVERVIEW 
 

The unit reflects on the nature of Old Testament prophecy and prophetic literature against 
the background of prophetism in the Ancient Near East.  Students engage in more detailed 
work on three Old Testament prophetic books, of which two belong to the major and one to 
the minor prophets.  Of the three selected books, a general overview is given in which the 
historical background and the main theological issues are discussed.  Different scholarly 
opinions and approaches are evaluated and students are required to actively participate in 
exegesis of selected passages.  Opportunities will be provided in class to discuss the 
present day application of the text, both on an individual and corporate level. 

 
AIMS 
 

To introduce students to the prophetic literature of the Old Testament and to develop their 
skills in exegesis. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
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Knowledge and Understanding  
 

By the end of this unit students will be able to: 

 Give evidence of ample knowledge of the main prophetic books, including their 
historical backgrounds and major themes 

 

Intellectual Skills 
 

By the end of this unit students will be able to: 

 Critically discuss the nature of OT prophecy 

 Discuss scholarly issues in the study of the prophetic literature 

 
Practical Skills 
 

By the end of this unit students will be able to: 

 Engage in detailed exegesis of prophetic texts with the help of relevant commentaries, 
to formulate their own opinion and to justify it 

 Apply the materials studied to situations in the Church and the world 

 
Transferable Skills and Personal Qualities  
 

By the end of this unit students will be able to: 

 Critically evaluate their own views and the views of others 

 Demonstrate the ability to undertake independent research and analyse different views  

 
Employability Skills  
 

The generic skills students consolidate in this unit – such as managing information, 
planning and organising information, thinking innovatively and creatively – are vital in a 
wide range of graduate employment contexts. 

 
SYLLABUS 
 

 OT Prophets – characteristics; comparisons with other Ancient Near Eastern texts 

 Amos 

 Jeremiah 

 Ezekiel 

 Preaching the Prophets 

 
TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS 
 

315: Interactive lectures  
8315: Distance learning 
Unit materials are available at Spurgeon’s Online to support student learning 

 
ASSESSMENT METHODS 
 

Assessment task  Length Weighting within unit 

Formative:   
10 minutes 
 
Notional 750-1000 
words 

 
n/a 
 
n/a 

 315: 
 

 8315: 

An exposition of a passage 
from the Major Prophets 
An exposition of a passage 
from the Major Prophets 

Summative:  
3000-3500 words 
3000-3500 words 

 
100% 
100% 
Pass/fail* 

 315: 

 8315: 

An essay 
An essay 
and a learning journal* 
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* Distance learning students are required to pass this element.  

 
 
FEEDBACK METHODS 
 

 Oral feedback in class (315 only) 

 Written feedback on formative and summative written submissions within 15 working 
days 

 
REQUISITES 
 

Available on which 
programme(s)? 

BA in Theology 

Available as Free 
Choice (UG) or to other 
programmes (PG)? 

Core Unit (UG) 

Pre-requisite units 103 Reading and Using the Bible or 112 Introduction to the Bible 
or equivalent 

Co-requisite units n/a 

 
RECOMMENDED READING 
 

Chisholm, R.B., Handbook on the Prophets (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002) 
Goldingay, John, God's Prophet, God's Servant: A Study in Jeremiah and Isaiah 40-55 

new edn (Carlisle: Paternoster, 1994) 
Hassell Bullock, C., An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books, 2nd ed. 

(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2007) 
Jones, Paul Hedley, Sharing God’s Passion: Prophetic Spirituality (Milton Keynes: 

Authentic Media, 2012) 
Kent, Grenville J.R., Paul J. Kissling and Laurence A. Turner (eds), He Began with 

Moses...: Preaching the Old Testament Today (Nottingham: IVP, 2010) 
LaSor, William S., David A. Hubbard and Frederick W. Bush, Old Testament Survey: The 

Message, Form, and Background of the Old Testament, 2nd edn (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1996) 

Peels, Hendrik G.L., and S.D. Snyman (eds), The Lion Has Roared: Theological Themes 
in the Prophetic Literature of the Old Testament (Eugene, OR: Pickwick, 2012) 

Redditt, Paul L., Introduction to the Prophets (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008)  
Selman, Martin, Preaching the Prophets (London: Spurgeon’s College, 2006) 
 

 
SCHEDULED ACTIVITY HOURS  
 

22 contact hours (n/a for distance learning version) 

 
PLACEMENT HOURS 
 

N/A 

 
INDEPENDENT STUDY HOURS 
 

78 hours (100 hours for distance learning version) 

 
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
 

 

 
APPROVAL 
 

Date approved by UGC  
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Valid from Date (Publishing Date)  

 
 


